
“The Gospel-Given Life”
Mark 9:30-50

Big Idea: Jesus prepares us for a Gospel-given life.

The Gospel-given life is a life that’s given for God's work of giving life (30-32)
Once again, Jesus prepared His disciples for His death and resurrection, and once again, 

His disciples didn’t understand what He said. What Jesus was doing was important. He was 
teaching His disciples the basic message of the Gospel, which the Holy Spirit would remind them of 
after Jesus’ death and resurrection. The message of His death and resurrection was the message of 
God’s gift and plan for giving life. The message of His death and resurrection would become the 
message that the disciples would one day proclaim to others. The message was an important 
message, so although they didn’t understand the message at that time, Jesus taught them the 
Gospel, God’s plan for Jesus to give His life to give life to others. Today, followers of Jesus not only 
proclaim the words of the Gospel, but also they are called to “follow” Jesus in a Gospel-given life. 
You and I are called to give our lives for God’s work of giving life.
1. Why do you think Jesus kept on “teaching” His disciples this simple message of His death and 

resurrection? Take time to list the possible reasons why it was important for the disciples to be 
taught this message. Which of these possible reasons is still important today? Why?

2. Read Mark 9:30-32 and 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. Is the Gospel complicated or simple to 
communicate? What keeps us from sharing the message of the Gospel?

3. Are you living a Gospel-given life? Why or why not?

A Gospel-given life seeks to serve others rather than to be served by others (33-37)
The disciples of Jesus missed the whole point of the message of His death and resurrection. 

Instead of focusing on giving themselves to God’s life-giving work in the lives of others, they were 
focused on what they would get for themselves. Their selfish interests led to an argument over which 
one of them would be the greatest in the Kingdom of Jesus. Jesus, knowing what they were arguing 
about, decided to use the argument as an opportunity to teach them about a Gospel-given life. He 
didn’t make it long or confusing; rather, he made it short and simple. If you want to be great in the 
Kingdom of Jesus, then be the greatest servant that you can be. If you want to be great in the 
Kingdom of Jesus, then be willing to receive even a child, who has nothing to offer you in terms of 
wealth, power, and prestige. In other words, Jesus taught them that there was no room for jealousy, 
arguments, and selfish interest in His Kingdom, and the best way to avoid jealousy and arguments 
about who’s the greatest is to strive to serve others rather than to be served by others.
1. In what ways do you struggle with jealousy and the desire to be better than others in your faith 

family? How has this struggle affected your relationship with others?
2. What does it look like for you to seek to serve others rather than to be served by others? Discuss 

some concrete ways that you and your group can encourage each other to be servants of Jesus.

A Gospel-given life seeks to celebrate the work of God in others rather than to restrict the 
work of God to yourself (38-41)

Since the disciples weren’t supposed to be arguing and competing with each other, surely it 
was okay for them to rightfully argue and compete with those who weren’t a part of their group. John 
had seen some other people, who weren’t with the twelve disciples, casting out demons in the name 
of Jesus. This must have been a sore subject for the disciples since several of them had just recently 
been unable to cast out a demon in a young boy. John had tried to stop the other men from casting 



out demons in Jesus’ name since they weren’t a part of John’s group, but Jesus told him not to stop 
them. In a simple and powerful way, Jesus reminded the disciples that anyone who isn’t against Him 
is for Him. In other words, Jesus told John not to try to restrict the work of God to only himself and 
the other disciples. What a beautiful picture of the fact that we should be celebrating the work of God 
in and through the lives of others rather than trying to restrict and capitalize on God’s work for 
ourselves.
1. In what ways have you seen a similar competition or jealousy between churches? Why do some 

people try to restrict God’s work and to only celebrate the true work of God in their church? Do 
you see any of this in your church?

2. How can your church do a better job of celebrating the work of God in the lives of other churches 
and people outside of your church?

A Gospel-given life seeks to eradicate anything that would keep you from leading others to 
the life-giving Gospel (42-49)

Jesus goes on to deal with a major reason why there shouldn’t be competition and jealousy 
within the Kingdom of God. The reason why is that selfish, jealous, and competitive behavior in the 
Kingdom of God is sinful and can therefore cause others to stumble in their faith. For the disciples of 
Jesus, the solution for not causing someone else to stumble in their faith in Jesus was to deal with 
sin in a final and complete way in their lives. Jesus didn’t intend for the disciples to literally cut off 
their hands or to pluck out their eyes. Jesus was using exaggerated language to make His point: The 
consequences of sin is death, so deal with sin for the deathly danger that it is. Get rid of anything in 
your life that would lead others away from truly believing and following Jesus.
1. Based on the words of Jesus in Mark 9:42-49. Is hell a real place? What characteristics of hell 

does Jesus emphasize? Why?
2. Based on the exaggerated commands of Jesus to His disciples, how were the disciples to 

respond to sin in their lives? What about you today?
3. Either as a group or individually, make a list of sins that your struggle with that could be a 

stumbling block for others. People love to use hypocrisy in the church as an excuse to avoid a 
real commitment to Jesus. What steps do you need to take to allow God to eliminate these things  
in your life? Pray for each other.

A Gospel-given life seeks to preserve the work of Jesus by seeking peace in the body of 
Christ (50)

Jesus reminded His disciples that their work was to preserve the work of God, adding the 
flavor of the life-giving Gospel into a world that’s full of death. If they failed to do that, what would be 
the point of their lives? If they lost the ability to do that, how would they regain that ability again? 
Therefore, in the midst of a conversation about competition and jealousy with others, Jesus gave 
them a simple command: “Be at peace with one another.” Today, Jesus still desires and commands 
His followers to strive to be at peace with one another in order to protect their witness and their work 
for Him.
1. What does it mean to be the salt of the world? What’s the saltiness level in your life?
2. Who are you not at peace with in your faith family? Silently make a list of those individuals, and 

allow someone in the group to pray for hearts of forgiveness and for the grace of God in those 
relationships.

3. Without using names or discussing details, discuss steps that you can take to strive to be at 
peace with one another. Pray for peace in the body of Christ for the work of God.


